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this country right now. Why? Because 
of the law we passed 2 years ago to stop 
buying Chinese products made by 
forced labor. Well, solar panels require 
something called polysilicon. Nearly 
half of the world’s polysilicon is made 
now by forced labor in China. Demo-
crats have to choose between their 
green energy fairy tales and upholding 
basic human rights. It seems like the 
church that they worship, the church 
of wind and solar and wishful thinking, 
is what they have chosen over human 
rights. 

I hope the Democrats agree with me 
that we should not make a green tran-
sition on the backs of forced labor. The 
Democrats seem to feel more guilt 
about burning oil than about solar pan-
els being made by slave labor. It is 
hard to imagine. This is just another in 
a long line of Democrat delusions. 

As if this all weren’t enough, Joe 
Biden is even giving our tax dollars to 
China. Two weeks ago today, the De-
partment of Energy announced that 
Joe Biden was sending another $1.6 mil-
lion to a green energy company with 
ties to China. The company is called 
LanzaTech. It is a carbon capture com-
pany. Joe Biden has already given 
them $10 million. He gave them money 
right after they signed a partnership 
with China’s official energy company, 
Sinopec. 

This company, LanzaTech, has dis-
closed that ‘‘the Chinese Government 
may intervene or influence our oper-
ations at any time.’’ 

So let’s get this straight. Joe Biden 
is giving money to a company that 
says the Chinese Government ‘‘may in-
tervene or influence our operations at 
any time.’’ 

What do we know about this com-
pany? Well, we know that it has some 
ties to the Democratic Party’s top do-
nors—the top donors—the people who 
contribute to the Democratic Senato-
rial Campaign Committee, Members of 
this body who go and ask them for 
more money. 

Who is on the board? Well, former 
President Obama’s campaign manager 
is a member of the board. Is this just a 
coincidence that, then, Joe Biden 
would move money, U.S. taxpayer dol-
lars, to that company? Maybe it is not. 

The Department of Energy has an-
nounced a $200 million grant to a bat-
tery manufacturer with close ties to 
the communist Chinese Government. 
The company’s financial filings with 
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion admit—and I had these filings at 
the Energy Committee just last week 
to show these to the Secretary of the 
Department of Energy. The filings say 
this—now, remember, this is a com-
pany to which the Democrat Depart-
ment of Energy announced a $200 mil-
lion grant. 

The FEC filing says that China ‘‘ex-
erts substantial influence over the 
manner in which we must conduct our 
business activities and may intervene 
at any time with no notice.’’ 

In other words, the company admits 
that it is controlled by the Chinese 

Communist Party. The Chinese Com-
munist Party is controlling the com-
pany’s U.S. Department of Energy’s 
$200 million grant. 

So I wrote to the Department of En-
ergy about the Department’s review 
process for this grant. How can you do 
this? It says it in the filings. 

Finally, last Thursday, I got a re-
sponse. It says that now—now, this 
year—even though they did the grant 
last year of $200 million, just now, they 
are going to do a due diligence review 
of the grant. That is from their letter. 

My question is, Why don’t we do a 
due diligence review in this country be-
fore we announce we are going to give 
$200 million to a company so com-
pletely tied and controlled by the Chi-
nese Communist Party? Why? Why 
doesn’t the Department of Energy do 
their homework? 

Last week, the Deputy Secretary of 
Energy testified before the Energy 
Committee. He said money hasn’t yet 
gone out the door. I hope he is right. I 
hope money hasn’t gone out the door. 
We need to stop it now before it goes 
out the door. We don’t need to send any 
more money—our tax dollars—to 
China. 

If we want carbon capture, it should 
come to Wyoming. They don’t need to 
put money in these companies. We do 
it in Wyoming. We have a School of En-
ergy Resources. We have a wonderful 
location. It is being done in the right 
way. They had a whole XPRIZE grant-
ed to the research being done at the 
University of Wyoming through the 
School of Energy Resources. The ad-
ministration, it seems, when it comes 
to energy, would much rather go to 
China than go to the United States. 
That is Joe Biden’s view of the world 
right now. Wyoming is ready to do car-
bon capture better than anybody in the 
world. 

I am not sure why the administration 
turns to China rather than to America, 
just like I don’t know why they have 
gone to Iran, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, 
or Russia in the past for energy rather 
than in America. 

Joe Biden’s policies continue to rob 
the American people and pay off China. 
Joe Biden even sold 1 million barrels of 
oil from our emergency petroleum re-
serve to China. Then he said he was 
doing all of us a favor because he was 
going to bring down prices. This is a 
President who has been wrong and 
wrong and wrong. 

I have introduced legislation to en-
sure we never sell any of our emer-
gency stockpile to China ever again. 
The House of Representatives has al-
ready passed legislation to do that. The 
legislation was actually bipartisan. It 
got 100 Democrats who voted for it. 
Why doesn’t CHUCK SCHUMER bring it to 
the floor of the Senate today? Why 
not? Why isn’t he here? A hundred 
Democrats joined Republicans to say 
we shouldn’t do this. 

People in this body get it. The White 
House clearly doesn’t. The Department 
of Energy clearly doesn’t. The adminis-

tration doesn’t. Joe Biden is held hos-
tage by the far left of his party. 

Our Strategic Petroleum Reserve is 
for us, not for our enemies. America’s 
energy policy is supposed to be for us, 
not for our enemies. It is not what we 
have gotten from this President. 

Next week, I am going to introduce 
legislation to ban administration offi-
cials from going to work for China. For 
2 years, Joe Biden has strangled Amer-
ican energy production; at the same 
time, he has made us more dependent 
on China for critical minerals and for 
so much of what this Nation needs. 

It is time for Joe Biden and the 
Democrats in this body to remember 
whom we work for, and that is the 
American people. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I move 
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 7. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Lindsay C. Jen-
kins, of Illinois, to be United States 
District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 7, Lindsay 
C. Jenkins, of Illinois, to be United States 
District Judge for the Northern District of 
Illinois. 

Richard J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Martin Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy 
Baldwin, Ben Ray Luján, Tammy 
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Duckworth, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Amy Klobuchar, Jack Reed, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Brian Schatz, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Edward J. Markey, Alex 
Padilla, Margaret Wood Hassan, Cath-
erine Cortez Masto. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I move 
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 12. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Matthew L. 
Garcia, of New Mexico, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of New Mexico. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 12, Mat-
thew L. Garcia, of New Mexico, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of New 
Mexico. 

Richard J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Martin Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy 
Baldwin, Ben Ray Luján, Tammy 
Duckworth, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Amy Klobuchar, Jack Reed, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Brian Schatz, Edward J. Mar-
key, Benjamin L. Cardin, Alex Padilla, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Catherine Cor-
tez Masto. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I move 
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 15. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Adrienne C. 
Nelson, of Oregon, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Or-
egon. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 15, Adri-
enne C. Nelson, of Oregon, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Or-
egon. 

Richard J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Martin Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy 
Baldwin, Ben Ray Luján, Tammy 
Duckworth, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Amy Klobuchar, Jack Reed, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Brian Schatz, Edward J. Mar-
key, Benjamin L. Cardin, Alex Padilla, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Catherine Cor-
tez Masto. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, finally, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture 
motions filed today, February 9, be 
waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the scheduled 
vote occur immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 
before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 5, Cindy K. 
Chung, of Pennsylvania, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Third Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Debbie Stabenow, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Brian Schatz, Tina Smith, Eliza-
beth Warren, Tim Kaine, Ron Wyden, 
Patty Murray, Chris Van Hollen, Mar-
tin Heinrich, Jack Reed, Christopher 
A. Coons, Alex Padilla, Christopher 
Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard 
Blumenthal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 

of Cindy K. Chung, of Pennsylvania, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Third Circuit, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FETTERMAN) and the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 8 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Fetterman Schumer 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). On this vote, the yeas are 52, 
the nays are 46. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The Senator from Rhode Island. 
REMEMBERING CHIEF VINCENT VESPIA, JR. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my colleague Senator 
WHITEHOUSE to pay tribute to a leg-
endary police officer, Vincent Vespia, 
Jr., whose distinguished career in 
Rhode Island law enforcement spanned 
57 years, from a young State trooper, 
to a top organized crime investigator, 
to chief of police. 

Vin passed away suddenly on Janu-
ary 24, 2023, at the age of 84, and we 
wanted to take a moment to honor this 
great hero—a police officer who was so 
beloved and respected by all, who prac-
ticed and taught the art of community 
policing, and who truly made a positive 
difference in the lives of countless 
Rhode Islanders. 

Vin was a dear friend, and I will al-
ways remember with great fondness 
the time we spent together, especially 
when he came down to Washington 
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